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Trinity Involvement in Modern Newfoundland and Labrador
Shore-Station Whaling

C.W. Sanger and A.B. Dickinson

Introduction

[ODERN SHORE-STATION WHALING IN NEWFOUNDLAND

Labrador began in 1898 and reached its peak in
1904 E finally ended in 1972 (Fig. 1). The industry ex-
semged fom one catcher. Cabot, and station, Snook’s
Arm_winch processed 91 whales in 1898, to 10 catchers
smimg ffom 14 factories in 1904. The 1275 whales
cawehe yielded 1492456 gallons of oil, 2,903 tons of
wizlebone (baleen) and 3.511 tons of guano (fertilizer).
The r=pad growth and high profits of the industry to 1904
smcous=ged continued expansion which could not be sus-
wmmed by local stocks. A rapid decline in catches from
1905 ked to the closing of stations, resulting in the tempo-
sary cessasion of the whaling industry after the 1916 sea-
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Figure 1: Whale catches, 1898 - 1972.

The Trinity Whaling Station

The whaling station at Trinity (Figs. 2 and 3) was
spemed dunng the illfated secondary rush to share in the
g pmms eamed by those who had initially developed
e 3 . The factory was built at Maggoty Cove in
190 by .T-nb Brothers and Co. Ltd. of St. John’s.” At the
ssme tmme Danicl and James Ryan. of Trinity, were impor-
\ant swwestoss i another station being developed at Hawke
Fwoows. Labeador” This factory became the most suc-
gessiad of the 21 that operated periodically in Newfound-
Sl e L sfwador betwe=n 1898 and 1972 (fig.4).

As principal shareholders in the Atlantic Whaling and
Manufacturing Co. Ltd., Job Brothers constructed factories
at Trinity (Maggoty Cove) and Safe Harbour Bonavista
Bay. Two new catchers, Hump® and Fir’, were built in
Christiana (Oslo), Norway. Both had Norwegian crews.
Fin (Capt. Nils Neilssen) began hunting from Trinity on
19 July 1904, taking a fin whale on her first voyage and
subsequently killing the first sperm whale captured during
this modern phrase of Newfoundland whaling’. During the
1904 season the Trinity station processed 68 whales (59
fin, 5 hump. 3 blue, 1 sperm) for 115416 gallons of oil.
294 tons of guano and 126 tons of whalebone.” This com-
prised 5.5% of the total Newfoundland and Labrador catch
for that season.

Unfortunately, local stocks could not sustain this level
of exploitation and trends evident prior to 1904 were ac-
celerated. As with other companies and stations. the 1905
season at Trinity was disastrous’. Whales were now
scarce, and Fin ran aground “while fast to a whale off
Catalina” necessitating her drydocking for examination in
St. John's’. Only 23 fin and 10 humpback whales were
captured'”. Job Brothers’ three other whaling stations
(L’anse au Loup. Dublin Cove and Safe Harbour) were
even less successful.'" It was thus decided not to open the
Trinity factéry in 1906.

This season was equally disastrous™ and Job Brothers
down-sized cven further by incorporating a new company.
the Phoenix Whaling and Manufacturing Co. Led ™ Fin
was sold in Japan at the end of the 1906 operation™ znd
plans were made to use only Hump. first ffom Dublin
Cove in early 1907 and then at Trinity when the whales
had migrated north in late summer and fall.

Fin (Fig.5) and another catcher. 4valon. owned by the
St. Mary’s Whaling and Trading Co., Ltd., with is factory
at Riverhead.” sailed from St. John’s for Japan on © Janu-
ary 1907.'® They reached the Azores on the 17th and AL
giers 10 days later. Sailing from Port Said on 5 February.
Fin passed safely through the Suez Canal but went ashors
at Jeddah in the Red Sea for a total loss. Four of the czewr
got away in a boat, but were never found.”

Hump hunted from both Dublin Cove and Trinity be-
tween 1907-14. Whales had become so scarce by 1913,
however, that the Phoenix Whaling and Mamfactwmg




Co. Ltd. attempted to sell their carcass and blubber plants
in Maggoty Cove, Dublin Cove . Lance au Loup along
with the whaler Hump." Unable to find a buyer. Job
Brothers again fitted out Hump in 1914, but at the end of
the season only 15 whales had been processed, 6 at Dublin
Cove and 9 at Trinity."” They therefore closed all three fac-
wories” and sold Hump to Crosbie and Co. Ltd., * thus

ending their involvement in Newfoundland whaling. The
Trinity factory had operated for 10 seasons and processed
472 whales. Hump was subsequently used in coastal mail
and fishery protection services™ until at 03 00 hrs on 24
August 1916 she collided with the coastal steamer 4rgvle
and sank within ten minutes, all crew saved.”

Figure 2: Trinity (Magotty Cove) Whaling Station, c. 1905.
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Figure 3: “Post card”™ - Partially flensed whale, Trinity Factory, c. 1905
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Figure 4: Newfoundland and Labrador Whaling Stations
1898 - 1972
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Figure 5: Fin under construction, Oslo, Norway, 1905
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Cultural, Social and Economic impact

Although coastal residents of Newfoundland generally
\Jcomed the employment opportunities offered by a new
\aling factory. pollution and perceived disruption of the
hore fishery often caused negative comment. In 1904,
- example. Charles Way, Inspector of Whale Factories,
red that he had successfully responded to a complaint
m the residents of Peace Cove near Trinity who “were

T ——
Figure 6: Flenshing Crew, Hawke Harbour Factory,
Labrador, c. 1938.
Source: George Lilly, St. John’s, Newfoundland.

much inconvenienced by the offensive odour from the
guano plant during westerly winds”.>* There were also
complaints concerning the fact that the highest paying jobs
on the catchers were reserved for Norwegians while locals
only worked at less skilled jobs for substantially lower
salaries. As an example, M.E. Davidsen. master of Hump
in 1910, was paid $2.260 for seven months work while
each Norwegian crewman earned $300.” Newfoundland
factory workers. however, received less than $25 a
month.”® This practice, as a letter to the Editor of a St.
John's newspaper indicated, was highly resented: *“ Whal-
ing seems to be about the only fishery that Newfoundlan-
ders cannot master; but many argue that they would
become just as proficient as the Norwegians if they were
given the chance. It seems strange that Norwegians must
be brought here every year when Islanders are such adapts
at other ‘fi.sheriw”.27 Not surprisingly, such complaints be-
gan to increase as economic benefits from the industy de-
clined. In 1913, for instance, the Colonial Secretary
presented a petition “*from the residents of Trinity... that
the whale factory... be discontinued.”™ Over the years
most complaints from outport residents revolved around
water pollution, offensive smell, and the fear that reduced
whale stocks were responsible for caplin not coming
ashore.™ '

Although Job Brothers’ factory at Maggoty Cove had
the most immediatc and beneficial impact on Trinity, the

Figure 7: Hawke Harbour Whaling Station, c. 1950
Source: Courtesy of the family of the late Thomas E. Hennessey, Harbour Grace.
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_abrador Whaling and Manufacturing Co Ltd. (Ryan
3rothers) also had a significant influence.™ Many Trinity
wrea residents were employed at Hawke Harbour (Figs. 6
ind 7) between 1905 and 1920 when Daniel Ryan , “ow-
ng to Fishing Regulations and Combines”, sold the
Jawke Harbour factory and all of his other “‘busincss
ylaces on the Labrador”.”" In 1906, for example, the Lab-
ador Whaling and Manufacturing Co. Ltd. catcher
Cachelor (1) carried factory workers to Hawke Harbour
tom Trinity. Catalina and King’s Cove.” and in 1912 the
st. John’s Evening Herald reported that *“she will call at
rinity for men.”” Further, the company catchers
Cachelot (1 and 2) were usually laid up for the winter at
Tinity.

Despite complaints about the conduct of the industry
:nd differential wages. relationships between Norwegian
vhalers and local residents were usually amiable often
cading to romantic liasons and marriages. Examples in-
Juded the marriages of Albert Eriksen. engineer on
fump, to Fanny Pittman in 1909, and Capt. M.E. David-
en to “Miss Florence DeGish[DeGrish?] of Trmzty” at St.
“homas’ Church. St. John’s, on 28 November 1911.

Conclusion

Trinity played an important role in the early develop-
nent of modem shore station whaling in Newfoundland
nd Labrador. The Maggoty Cove station offered local
mployment for ten ycars between 1904-14, while the
fawke Harbour factory also employed Trinity arca resi-
ents and paid substantial dividends to local investors. The
:yan Brothers® decision to divest themselves of shares in
1c Labrador venture in 1920 brought Trinity’s Sixteen
car involvement in Newfoundland and Labrador whaling

ya close.
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